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APPENDIX A:  THE CONSTITUTED COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK OF THE REVIEW
The Specialist Medical Review Council
80. The composition of each Review Council changes from review to review depending on the issues relevant to the particular Statement/s of Principles under review. When a review is undertaken three to five Councillors selected by the Convener constitute the Council. 
81. The Minister must appoint one of the Councillors to be the Convener. If the Council does not include the Convener, the Convener must appoint one of the Councillors selected for the review to preside at all meetings as Presiding Councillor.
82. Professor Lin Fritschi was the Presiding Councillor for this review. She is a John Curtin Distinguished Professor at Curtin University. Her research interests include cancer epidemiology, occupational causes of cancer, and exposure assessment in epidemiological studies. 
83. [bookmark: _Toc373244641]The other members of the Council were:
· Professor Lyn March who is the Liggins Professor of Rheumatology and Musculoskeletal Epidemiology at the University of Sydney and Royal North Shore Hospital. She has been involved in teaching, research and practice as a rheumatologist and epidemiologist for over 25 years.

· Dr John Edwards who is a Consulting Toxicologist with over 30 years background in the University sector and is a Ministerially appointed Chair of the Australian Advisory Committee on Chemicals Scheduling.
The Legislation

84. The legislative scheme for the making of Statements of Principles is set out in Parts XIA and XIB of the VEA. Statements of Principles operate as templates. They are determined by the RMA, and set out those criteria (conditions or exposures), known as factors, that must as a minimum exist before it can be said that an injury, disease or death can be connected with service, on either or both of the two statutory tests the reasonable hypothesis test   and the balance of probabilities test.  Statements of Principles are ultimately applied by decision-makers in determining individual claims for benefits under the VEA and the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (the MRCA).  
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