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APPENDIX A: THE CONSTITUTED COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK OF THE
REVIEW

The Specialist Medical Review Council
1. The composition of each Review Council changes from review to review depending on
the issues relevant to the particular Statement/s of Principles under review. When a
review is undertaken three to five Councillors selected by the Convener constitute the

Council.

2. The Minister must appoint one of the Councillors to be the Convener. If the Council does
not include the Convener, the Convener must appoint one of the Councillors selected for

the review to preside at all meetings as Presiding Councillor.

3. Professor Lin Fritschi was the Presiding Councillor for this review. She is a John Curtin
Distinguished Professor at Curtin University. Her research interests include cancer
epidemiology, occupational causes of cancer, and exposure assessment in epidemiological

studies.
4. The other members of the Council were:

— Dr Glenn McCulloch, former head of neurosurgery at The Queen Elizabeth Hospital in
Adelaide, South Australia, and former president of the Neurosurgical Society of
Australasia. He is currently the clinical director of the South Australian audit of

perioperative mortality.

— Associate Professor John Worthington, a Conjoint Associate Professor of the
University of New South Wales (UNSW) Australia and a Senior Staff Specialist
Neurologist at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney. John’s research interests include
Stroke and TIA, their prevention, management and outcomes as well as the
epidemiology of neurological diseases. He is a co-author of the first Australian
epidemiological studies of symptomatic myasthenia gravis and Jakob-Creutzfeldt

disease.

The Legislation
5. The legislative scheme for the making of Statements of Principles is set out in Parts XIA
and XIB of the VEA. Statements of Principles operate as templates. They are determined
by the RMA, and set out those criteria (conditions or exposures), known as factors, that

must as a minimum exist before it can be said that an injury, disease or death can be
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connected with service, on either or both of the two statutory tests, the reasonable
hypothesis test! and the balance of probabilities test.? Statements of Principles are
ultimately applied by decision-makers in determining individual claims for benefits under

the VEA and the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (the MRCA).3

! The reasonable hypothesis test is set out in section 196B(2) of the VEA which provides;

If the Authority is of the view that there is sound medical-scientific evidence that indicates that a particular kind
of injury, disease or death can be related to:

(a) operational service rendered by veterans; or

(b) peacekeeping service rendered by members of Peacekeeping Forces; or
(c) hazardous service rendered by members of the Forces; or

(caa) British nuclear test defence service rendered by members of the Forces; or
(ca) warlike or non-warlike service rendered by members;

the Authority must determine a Statement of Principles in respect of that kind of injury, disease or death
setting out:

(d) the factors that must as a minimum exist; and
(e)  which of those factors must be related to service rendered by a person;

before it can be said that a reasonable hypothesis has been raised connecting an injury, disease or
death of that kind with the circumstances of that service.

2 The balance of probabilities test is set out in section 196B(3) of the VEA which provides:

If the Authority is of the view that on the sound medical-scientific evidence available it is more probable than
not that a particular kind of injury, disease or death can be related to:

(a) eligible war service (other than operational service) rendered by veterans; or

(b) defence service (other than hazardous service and British nuclear test defence service) rendered
by members of the Forces; or

(ba) peacetime service rendered by members;

the Authority must determine a Statement of Principles in respect of that kind of injury, disease or death
setting out:

(c) the factors that must exist; and
(d)  which of those factors must be related to service rendered by a person;

before it can be said that, on the balance of probabilities, an injury, disease or death of that kind is connected
with the circumstances of that service.

3 See sections 120, 120A and 1208 of the VEA and sections 335, 338 and 339 of the MRCA.
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APPENDIX B:

APPENDIX B1: MATERIAL BEFORE THE RMA

MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE
Reference List for #RMA136-5 - Numerical order

ID Reference

Williams DB, Annegers JF, Kokmen E, O'Brien PC, Kurland LT (1991). Brain injury and

5286 neurologic sequelae: a cohort study of dementia, parkinsonism, and amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis. Neurology, 41(10): 1554-7.

5635 | Gajdusek DC (1963). Motor-neuron disease in natives of New Guinea. NEJM, 268(9): 474-
5.
Gajdusek DC, Salazar AM (1982). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and parkinsonian

5636 syndromes in high incidence among the Auyu and Jakai people of West New Guinea.
Neurology, 32: 107-26.
Gajdusek DC (1979). A focus of high incidence amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and

5637 | parkinsonism and dementia syndromes in a small population of Auyu and Jakai people of
southern West New Guinea. [Tsubaki T, Toyokura T (Eds)]. Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis,
: 287-305. University Park Press, (Japan Medical Research Foundation, Publ No 8).

6726 | Brody JA, Edgar AH, Gillespie MM (1978). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis: no increase
among US construction workers in Guam. JAMA, 240(6): 551-2.

6866 | Lieppman ME (1981). Accommodative and convergence insufficiency after
decompression sickness. Arch Ophthalmol, 99: 453-6.
Bharucha NE, Schoenberg BS, Raven RH, Pickle LW, et al (1983). Geographic Distribution

7098 | of Motor Neuron Disease and Correlation with Possible Aetiologic Factors. Neurology,
33:911-5.

7099 | Bobowick AR Brody JA (1973). Epidemiology of Motor-Neuron Diseases. NEJM, 288(20):
1047-55.

7100 | Currier RD, Haerer AF (1968). Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis and Metallic Toxins. Arch
Environ Health, 17: 712-9.

7101 Davies K (1991). The Mystery of Motor Neurone Disease. New Scientist, 1782: 19-23.

7102 | Deapen DM, Henderson BE (1986). A Case-Control Study of Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis. American Journal of Epidemiology, 123(5): 790-9.

7103 | Gallagher JP, Sanders M (1987). Trauma and Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. Acta Neurol
Scand, | 75: 145-50.
Gunnarsson L, Bodin L, Soderfeldt B, Axelson O (1992). A Case-Control Study of Motor

7104 | Neurone Disease: Its Relation to Heritability, and Occupational Exposures, Particularly to
Solvents. BrJ Ind Med, 49: 791-8.

7105 | Hawkes CH, Cavanagh JB, Fox AJ (1989). Motoneuron Disease: A Disorder Secondary to
Solvent Exposure? The Lancet, 14: 73-76.
Iwami O, Moon C, Watanabe T, Ikeda M (1994). Association of Metal Concentrations in

7106 Drinking Water with the Incidence of Motor Neuron Disease in a Focus on the Kii
Peninsula of Japan. Bull Environ Contam Toxicol, 52: 109-16.

7107 | Kurtzke JF, Beebe GW (1980). Epidemiology of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis: 1. A Case-
Control Comparison Based on ALS Deaths. Neurology, 30: 453-62.

7108

Martyn CN (1989). Motoneuron Disease and Exposure to Solvents. The Lancet, 18: 394.
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7109 | Moriwaka F, Okumura H, Tashiro K, Hamada T,et al (1993). Motor Neuron Disease and
Past Poliomyelitis. J Neurol, | 240: 13-6.

7110 | Mulder DW, Kurland LT, Elveback LR (1983). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and pet
exposure. NEJM, 309(22): 1388.

7111 | Pamphlett RS (1991). Looking for Lead at Endplates in Motor Neurone Disease. Med
Aust, 154: 637.

7112 | Roelofs-Ilverson RA, Mulder DW, Elveback LR, Kurland LT, Molgaard CA (1984). ALS and
Heavy Metals: A Pilot Case-Control Study. Neurology (Cleveland), 34: 393-5.

Scarpa M, Colombo A, Panzetti P, Sorgato P (1988). Epidemiology of Amyotrophic Lateral
7113 | sclerosis in the Province of Modena, ltaly. Influence of Environmental Exposure to Lead.
Acta Neurol Scand, | 77: 456-60.

Slenko DG, Davis JP, Taylor JA, Brooks BR (1990). Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis A Case-
7114 | control Study Following Detection of a Cluster in a Small Wisconsin Community. Arch
Neurol, 47: 38-41.

7115 | Tylleskar T, Banea M, Bikangi N, Cooke RD, et al (1992). Cassava Cyanogens and Konzo,
an Upper Motoneuron Disease Found in Africa. The Lancet, 339: 208-11.

7116 | Thomas TL, Kang HK (1990). Mortality and morbidity among army chemical corps
Vietnam veterans: A preliminary report. Am J Ind Med, 18: 665-73.

Steventon GB, Waring RH, Williams AC (1990). Pesticide toxicity and motor neuron
7117 | disease. Letters to the Editor. Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry, 53:
621-2.

7118 | Pall HS, Williams AC, Waring R, Elias E (1987). Motorneurone disease as manifestation of
pesticide toxicity. The Lancet, 19: 685.

Neilson S, Gunnarsson LG, Robinson 1 (1994). Rising mortality from motor neurone
7119 | disease in Sweden 1961-1990: the relative role of increased population life expectancy
and environmental factors. Acta Neurol Scand, 90: 150-9.

7120 | Martyn CN, Barker DJP (1988). Trends in mortality from motoneuron disease. The
Lancet, 29: 958.

7121 | Hawkes CH, Fox AJ (1981). Motor neurone disease in leather workers. The Lancet, 28:
507.

Chancellor AM, Slattery JM, et al (1993). Risk factors for motor neuron disease: a case-
7122 | control study based on patients from the Scottish Motor Neuron Disease Register.
Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry, 56: 1200-6.

Calne DB, McGeer E, et al (1986). Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's disease and Motor
7123 | Neurone Disease: Abiotrophic interaction between ageing and environment. The Lancet,
8:1067-9.

7124 | Provinciali L, Giovagnoli AR (1990). Antecedent events in Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis:
Do they influence clinical onset and progression? Neuroepidemiology, 9: 255-62.

7125 | Kurtzke JF (1991). Risk factors in Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. Advances. Neurology, 56:
245-70.

7126 | Armon C, Daube JR, et al (1991). When is an apparent excess of neurologic cases
epidemiologically significant? Neurology, 41: 1713-8.

7127 | Granieri E, Carreras M et al (1988). Motor neuron disease in the province of Ferrara,
Italy, in 1964-1982. Neurology, 38: 1604-7.

7128 | Gresham LS, Molgaard CA, Golbeck AL, Smith R (1987). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and
history of skeletal fracture: A case-control study. Neurology, | 37: 717-9.

7129 | Gresham LS, Molgaard CA, Golbeck AL, Smith R (1986). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and
occupational heavy metal exposure: A case control study. Neuroepidemiology, 5: 29-38.

7130 | Garruto RM, Yase Y (1986). Neurodegenerative disorders of the western Pacific: the
search for mechanisms of pathogenesis. TINS, Aug: 368-74.
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7131 | Kurland LT (1988). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and Parkinson's disease complex on
Guam linked to an environmental neurotoxin. TINS, 11(2): 51-4.

Kurland LT, Radhakrishnan K, Smith GE et al (1992). Mechanical trauma as a risk factor in
7132 | (lassic amyotrophic lateral sclerosis: lack of epidemiologic evidence. Journal of the
Neurological Sciences, 113: 133-43.

7133 | Fonseca RG, Resende LAL, et al (1993). Chronic motor neuron disease possibly related to
intoxication with organochlorine insecticides. Acta Neurol Scand, 88: 56-8.

The Scottish Motor Neuron Disease Research Group (1992). The Scottish motor neuron
7134 | disease register: a prospective study of adult onset motor neuron disease in Scotland.
Methodology, dermography and clinical features of incident cases in 1989. Journal of
Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry, 55: 536-41.

Garruto RM, Yanagihara R, Gajdusek DC (1985). Models of environmentally induced
7135 | heurological disease: epidemiology and etiology of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and
parkinsonism-dementia in the Western Pacific. Environmental Geochemistry and Health,
12(1-2): 137-51.

Garruto RM, Gajdusek DC (1984). Pacific Cultures: A paradigm for the study of late-onset
7136 neurological disorders. Risk factors for Senility, Rothschild H and Chapman CH (Eds), 6:
74-89. Oxford University Press, Oxford.

7137 | Gajdusek DC, Garruto RM, Salazar AM (1980). Tropical Neurology. Tenth International
Congress on Tropical Medicine and Malaria, Nov 9-15: 382-4. Manila.

7138 | Kondo K, Tsuhaki T (1981). Case-control studies of motor neuron disease. Association
with mechanical injuries. Arch Neurol, 38: 224-5.

Garruto RM, Yanagihara R, Gajdusek DC (1985). Disappearance of high-incidence
7139 amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and parkinsonism-dementia on Guam. Neurology, 35: 193-
8.

7140 | Kakulas BA (1991). VIl International Congress on Neuromuscular diseases, Munich, Sept.
16-22, 1990. - Meeting reports. , : 134-136.

7141 | Gibberd FB, Simmonds JP (1980). Neurological disease in ex-far-east prisoners of war.
The Lancet, 19: 135-7.

7142 | Tandan R, Bradley WG (1985). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis: Part 2: Etiopathogenesis.
Ann Neurol, 18: 419, 426.

Gajdusek DC (1978). A focus of high incidence amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and
Parkinsonism and dementia syndromes in a small population of Auyu and Jakai people of
8289 | southern West New Guinea. Japan Medical Research Foundation (Ed). "Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis" - Proceedings of the International Symposium on Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis, Tokyo Japan, : 287-305. University of Tokyo Press, Tokyo Japan.

9645 | Kondo K, Tsubaki T (1981). Case control studies of motor neurone disease. Arch Neurol,
38:220-6.

9646 | Riggs JE (1996). Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, heterogeneous susceptibility, trauma, and
epidemiology. Archives of Neurology, 53(3): 225-7.

9647 | Gawel M, Zaowalla Z, Rose FC (1983). Antecedent events in motor neurone disease. J
Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry, 46: 1041-3.

Mitchell JD, Davies RB, al-Hamad A, Gatrell AC, Batterby G (1995). MND risk factors: an
9648 epidemiological study in the north west of England. Journal of the Neurological Sciences,
129(Suppl): 61-4.

9649 | Felmus MT, Patten BM, Swanke L (1976). Antecedent events in amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis. Neurology, 26: 167-72.
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APPENDIX A
Information received in relation to investigation 136-5
concerning motor neurone disease as at 7 June 2017

1. Submissions

1.1 [ si-tc President VWAA NSW, 19 November 1994 (unable to be
located);

1.2 Department of Veterans' Affairs (Manager VAN), 20 January 1995
(176468R);

1.3 Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 13 April 1995 (submission for consideration of the
Authority prior to the initial determination of SOPs concerning motor neuron disease
Numbers 245 and 246 of 1995, including draft SOPs and reference list) (14332R &
176471R);

1.4 _ National Secretary, VVAA, 25 April 1995 (156319R);

1.5 , National Secretary, VVAA, undated (received 10 May 1995)
(156320R);

1.6 RMA medical researcher letter, 15 May 1995 (176460R);

1.7 26 June 1996 (156321R);

1.8 SL Queensland Branch, 24 September 1996 (156331R);

1.9 , Chairman Adelaide Legacy, 24 March 1997 (148062R);

1.10 Chairman Legacy National Pensions Committee, 23 April 1997
(148061R);

1.11 RMA medical researcher file minute ‘Correspondence re Motor Neuron Disease and
exposure to heavy metals’, 24 April 1997 (148058R);

1.12 RMA medical researcher file minute ‘Trauma and Motor Neuron Disease’, undated
1997 (148060R);

1.13 RMA medical researcher discussion paper re Motor Neuron Disease, 12 August 1997
(147674R);

1.14 - 19 January 1998 (156348R);

1.15 Regular Defence Force Welfare Association, 17 June 1999 (request
for investigation) (156349R);

1.16 - 26 June 1999 (156350R);

1.17 , 24 January 2000 (156365R);

1.18 RMA medical researcher briefing paper ‘Motor Neuron Disease’, April 2001
(156366R);

1.19 RMA medical researcher letter, 12 December 2002 (156351R);

1.20 Mrs Jean Martin, 4 March 2004 (request for investigation) (156371R);

1.21 RMA medical researcher discussion paper ‘Motor neurone disease and stress’, April

2004 (156373R);
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1.22
1.23
1.24
1.25
1.26
1.27
1.28
1.29

1.30
1.31

1.32

1.33

1.34

ﬂrra Legacy, 5 May 2004 (156369R);

,; 27 August 2004 (156370R);

Motor Neurone Disease Association of Victoria Inc., 8 September 2004 (156368R);
RMA medical researcher briefing paper concerning ‘Motor Neurone Disease’,
February 2006 (13112850R);

RMA medical researcher briefing paper concerning ‘Motor Neurone Disease and
electrical injury’, June 2009 (13112889R);

, National President VVF, request for investigation, 29 October 2010

(156388R);

- email request for review of SOPs concerning motor neurone disease
- 5 June 2012 (176475R);

- Request for investigation - Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis - -
1 April 2013 (1326096R);

DVA adviser comments for RMA meeting August 2013 — 30 July 2013 (1374817R);
RMA medical researcher briefing paper - motor neurone disease - August 2013
(1352309R);

— Request for review - motor neurone disease - 3
October 2016 (165583R);
RMA medical researcher - Discussion paper in response to an investigation request -
head injury and motor neurone disease - December 2016 (165663R);
- Further submission -
motor neurone disease - 5 December 2016 (166853R).
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APPENDIX B2: NEW MATERIAL WHICH WAS NOT BEFORE THE RMA

— lvins BJ, Schwab KA, Warden D, Harvey LT, Hoilien MA, Powell CO, et al. Traumatic brain
injury in U.S. Army paratroopers: prevalence and character. J Trauma (2003) 55(4):617

— lvins BJ, Crowley JS, Johnson J, Warden DL, Schwab KA. Traumatic brain injury risk while
parachuting: comparison of the personnel armor system for ground troops helmet and
the advanced combat helmet. Military Medicine. 2008;173:1168-1172

— Jewelewicz D. D., Cohn S. M., Crookes B. A., Proctor K. G. Modified rapid deployment
hemostat bandage reduces blood loss and mortality in coagulopathic pigs with severe
liver injury. 2003;55(2):275-281

— Paschal, CR et al, Evaluation Of The Head Injury Hazard During Military Parachuting,
Biodynamics Research Division, US Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory, March 1990
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